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Synopsis

In Wealth, Poverty, and Politics, Dr. Thomas Sowell of the Hoover Institution, Stanford University,
examines the reasons for large differences in income and wealth between nations and among
groups within nations. A wide range of geographic, demographic, cultural, and political factors are
examined, not to find a single factor or a single combination of factors that will explain all economic
differences, but to show how particular combinations of factors limit or expand the possibilities for
specific nations and peoples at specific times and places.Dr. Sowell also examines some popular
explanations of these differences and shows why they will not stand up under scrutiny. In doing so,
he takes on some of the reigning titans of the redistributionist movement&#151;including John
Rawls, Thomas Piketty, Paul Krugman, and Joseph Stiglitz&#151;and shows how a remarkable

number of their claims cannot withstand plain common sense, expressed in plain English.

Customer Reviews

Breitbart&#147;[Wealth, Poverty and Politics should be one of the most influential works of the 2016
election season. This isn&#39;t just a work of characteristic brilliance from Sowella "it&#39;s a
laser-guided intellectual weapon aimed at the foundations of liberal envy politics.... Dr.
Sowell&#39;s book is a masterful fusion of science and common sense on the subject of why some
groups are impoverished, and what society can do to lift them out of poverty.... Every presidential
candidate should read this book immediately, and require all campaign surrogates to digest it as
well.... Wealth, Poverty, and Politics provides the sharp intellectual weapons necessary to cut
through that argument, and its wisdom can help conservatives design policies that might actually
make a difference.a *Booklist&#147;This...book will enhance and promote ongoing and important
debates and discussions.a *Kirkus Reviews&#147;A provocative analysis of the universal causes of
economic success and failure.... While Sowell offers no pat solutions, his implied argument that
cultural considerations must inform any serious attempt at improving the economic prospects of an
underperforming nation or group merits serious consideration."Conservative Book
Club&#147;Transcending partisanship through a careful examination of data, Wealth, Poverty, and

Politics reveals the truth about the most explosive political issue of our time.& *Washington Times

Dr. Sowell is a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, and has taught
economics at Cornell, UCLA and Amherst, among other academic institutions, and has published
both scholarly and popular writings on economics
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